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The promi ing 60D,s bee 60D. E 


| Gm. rel. 15. „ 
Ver I 5451. not leave thee, until +, Frag done” 
"that which I have ſpoken 1% thee ae 5 . 


r tha laſt fictamenteh ſolemaity of this fort, 1 of 
ſpoke a little upon the great plea and prayer of — *» 

faith vpon the divine promiſe,” in the words of David, 
2 Sam. vii. 25.—Lord; do. as thou baſt ſaid, We may 

no look upon this text that I have read, as the gra- 

cious anſwer of God to that prayer of faith, in the 
words of the great God kieſelf wx.) to-- Jacob, I will not 
leave thee, until I have done that wuhigh I bave Halen fo 
' thee , or, till 1 have dane as IH ſaid. bs 
What God ſaid once to Joſhua, chap. i. 5. e 
not fail thee, nor forſake thee, is applied, as ſpoken to all 
believers, Heb. xiii. 5. I will never leave thte, nor forſale 
ther. Even ſo, what God ſaid to Jacob here, dath equally 


belong to all believers in Chriſt; * I will nat leave | 


thee, till I de that which I Eur ſpoken! ta ther of. 
Hath God condeſcended to ſpeak to you, and cutgſed 
you to For upon his word of grace, or promiſe, at 
_ this, or any former occaſion? Here is good news to 
take away with you, that the promiſing: God will, 
in due time, be a performing God, and that you 
may not think long, and wary or faint in your: mind, 
apprehending what a weary time it may 


between 


the promiſe and the performance. Here is {wpporting 


encouragement in the mean time, I will not leave thee, 


until I have dane that which I have ſpoken to thee of.” | 


What I have ſaid 1 will do, and will not Fare thes ll 

I have done it. 

In the preceding part of this chapter, vi find ; 

cob was forced to flee from his father's —— v * the 
A. 1 


wn 


The promiſing Der, | 


account of the wrath of his 
away to Padanaramz and on his way he comes to Luz, 


which afterwards, on the account of a notable emergent, 
Was called BETHEL, where God Ggnally. appeared and 
diſcovered himſelf to him in great glory, fuitably to his 


ſtrait, Here he was benighted, ver. 11. and was o- 


bliged toly ip the open field. Some of the ſaints and 


ſervants'of God have been put to great hardſhi ps, thro 


the violence and rage of their perſecuting brethren. 


But though Jacob's bed was kad. yet his reſt was 


ſweet ; While he had a hard pillow of ftone under his 


head, the Lord appeared to him in a dream, and ſpake 
comfortably to him. God's time of ſpeaking comfort 
to his people, is readily when they are moſt deſtitute 
of other comforts; then he is moſt kind; when: ww 
hren come to be moſt unkind. 


Nou may obſer ve two things, firſt, ben God fiew 


ed to Jacob; and then, what he /aid to him. 
1. What he fbewed to him; he manifeſted: to him 


\ his ghory,. as the God of providence, and the God of 
grace in Chriſt, who is here repreſented to him by 


the ladder" 1eaching from heaven to earth, ver. 12.; 


and! all the intercourſe between heaven and earth | 1 


by this ladder.. 

2. What he ſpake to Nan v ver. 13. Hill be dreamied, 

and behold ailadder ſet upon earth, and the top of it reach- 

2 Ing to heaven : and behold: the angels of God aſcending 
d deſcending on it. As the viſion was ſuitable to his 

Preſent caſe; letting him underſtand that he had a good 


1 guide, and a good guard, not only the angel of God, 
dut the Lord of angels; fo the words that God ſpake 
to him were ſuitable to his preſent need. The Lord ſpake 


from the top of the ladder ; for all the glad tidings we 
receive from heaven come through Jeſus Chriſt. Here 


are former. promiſes made to Abraham, and Iſaac, his 
father and grandfather, repeated and ratified to Jacob; 
whereby God intimated, that he would be che ſame 


to him that he had been to them. Here are freſn pro- 
miſes made to him Taited: to his ns condition, 


* 
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rother Eſau: "he U haſtened 5 
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a performing en D 25 1 
Ie was to leave his Kiudred, and to waht their pre- 
ſence : God promiſed to be preſent with him; [am 
uith thee; He was iu the fear of Eſau: God promiſed, 
| ſaying,” 1 will keep thee. '' He was jurgeying to) AD ud. 
'known'place: God promiſed to keep hm in all places 
.whitherſoever he went. He was apprehenſive he would 
never ſee his own country again: God promiſed be 
would bring him again to that land. He ſeemed to be 
left of all his friends and relations: God promiſed, ſay- 
ing, I vill net leave thee. Providence ſeemed to croſs 
the promiſe,” while he is thus going as an exlle to a 
place far diſtant: God aſſures him of the performance 
of all he had ſaid, in due ſeaſon; I will not Jeave thes, 
till I haue done that which I have ſpoken to thee of. 
When God ſpeaks to his people, he (peaks to the point; 
be ſpeaks to the caſe; his words are ſuited to heir pre- 
ſent exigencies ; and not only ſo, but to their future 
traits alſo. - Jacob knew not, but God knew add fore - 
ſaw what hardſhips he would meet with in bis uncle 
Laban's ſervice; and in a ſuitableneſs to the event that 
was to take place, he aſſures him ſaying, I will nat leave 
thee, until I have done that which I have. ſpoken to thee 
This was ſuch a gracious manifeſtation, and ſuch 
a wonderful intercducie that God had with Jacob, as 
obliged Jacob to put a remark upon the place, and call 
it BETHEL, the houſe of God, the gate of heaven. 
The text is not ſo much a new promiſe, as a repeat- 
ed confirmation of what he had before promiſed, for 
eſtabliſhing and fortifying of Jacob's faith: for ſays ' 
God, I will not leave thee, until I have done that which 
'{ Have ſpoken to thee of. Where we may obſerve | 
two things, 
1. A confirming word concerning the iſſue ; or Go 
he would bring out of theſe promiſes, that they ſhall 
not be mere ſayings, but doings ; I will do what ] haue 
ſpoken to thee of. Have I ſaid it, and will 1 not do it? 
In the end the viſion ball ſpeat. 12 
2. A ſupporting word in the interim, that faith may 
not faint in the mean time before the accompliſiment 


5 Te promifing. Go 
come; I will not leau⸗ the, antih I have dena it. Jacob 
might think, Alas! it may be a long time between the 
 promiſe-now made and the accompliſnmeat of id What 
will become of me in the mean time ? And, indeed, he 
had dark days, and hard ſervice before his hand; and 
there was long tweaty: years: between the Retbel vii 
here, where he met with, God, and God ſpahe to him in 
ihis manner, and the Peniel viſit, when: be wreſtled with 


 God/and-prevailed, and when God came to do for him 


ſome. of the great things he hete had ſpaken to him 
of. And ia that interval of twenty years, between 
Bethel and Penicl, many viciſſitudes and changes, tri- 
als and difficulties occurted in. Jacob's lot; but for bis 
ſopport in the mean time, God aſſures him that he 
would never leave him until he had done that which he 


bad ſpoken. to him . Hence enen | 
| '» little unto is, | 


N "On SERVE. That 5 OR dark ind Aſmal FOR 

Beal the hildren of Gd; upon the back of feet Be- 
thet: viſits, that he allows to them ; yet he will not 
— have them, till he bath accompliſhed alt the Bethel- 
bremſo that he made to them. 


He will never leave them till he do what'he bath pol 
en to them of .. He will go on, till be hath done as he 
| hath ſaid We may ſay of our Lord Jeſus, when once 
he bath ſpoken to a ſoul, and begun to do graciouſly, 

as Naomi faid to Rath concerning Boaz, Ruth ni. 18. 
Sit fall, my daughter, till thou knoweft how the matter 
wil fall + for the man will nat reſt, till he hath n 

the thing this day. Even fo, when Chriſt hath begun 
.to ſpeak kindly, the poor belicver may ſit Rill and wait 
patiently, till the appointed time of accompliſhipg his 
word; for the God-man will. not reſt until he bath 
Gaiſhed the thiog. We may be confident of this very 
thing. that he that hath begun = FA goud work in us, and 
ſaid the good word to us, will perſorm it, and finiſh it, 
Phil. i. 6. I will not Rave thee, until 1 laue dene that 

which I have . to thee . | 
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cob/ab-hindoed. 11 T6 £7 652 - TI Rar 
1, Io Jacob's wn . After this diſeorery of - 
God that he enjoyed: at Bethel, many dark days, and 
much hard ſervice he endured, yet God did net leave 
him. When Laban calt:\down his countenadce ou 
him, and qaid, putting him iu mind of his Bechel-viſit 
be made to him, and the Bethel - vow he-eauſed/him to 
make, Gen, xxxi. 13. I am the God of Bethel. Yea, 
God never left him, till he did what he ſpoke to him, 
both in ꝓroſperiug him in the place where he was a 
ſtranger ſo Jong. and in bringing him back :-to his own 
land though he was in great danger: When Laban 
was purſuing him behind, aud his brother Eſau meer- - 
ing himlin the face, yet God ꝓreſerved him ene 
to his word, and brings him back to the nd be pro- 


miſed to bring him to, and then ſends him t viſit Be 
5 the), Gen. xxxv. 7. where he built an altar, aud cal - 


led it, EIB RKTHEL; that is, the Cu J Bethel; and 
ſo remarked the goodneſs of God to him, in not leav- 
ing him 4illhe had dane all thut be ſpoke #0 bim . 
a. In Jacob's /e this doct tine was veriſied, partiou- 
larly with reference to the protnife made to them, con- 


cer aiug their inheriting the land-of Canaan, and = 


pelliag the Canaanites to makeiFoom for them. 


An compare | Joſh. 'xxi. 43,45. With Joſh, — 


14. +5. ant Kings viü. 56. God will cake his on 


e doing what he hach ſpoken ; but he will be 


ſure to do it, whatever difficulties, iateryoen *between 
the promiſe and performance. 

_ Jachandling of this ſubject, I ond incline to ob- 
ne 8 methed, through divine afſiflance. 


F $hew hd we are to underſiand C the Bethel: 
-2viſits, that God may allow bis 


| el 
II. Point out ſome of the dart days that may follow 


upon theſe Bethel interviews. - 


III. Conſider and explain the prong b. here — 
that he will nat leave them, till he bath dons that 


q ich he. bath. ; fink en of totwithſtand- 
ing of the dark days that may. . 135 
the promiſe and the accompliſnment. 

1Y., Offer ſome groundt upon Which the ben 


may be aſſured; that; God wilt not laue bim, til! 


he hath done thut which he bath ſpoken o him of. | 
v. Deduce on; Ae e foe? the ar pag of . 
( the W 5009 18 | 


— N 
; J 
N „ . 


I The 0. think W was, Tolllewmbic we 
| are to: under ltaud dy the Bethel-viſits God may allow | 


his people; In order to this, I premiſe, it is ſure - 


none are/Acquaint with: what we call a Bethel-viſit, ex - 
cept theſe that are iu a peculiar manner bleſſed of the 
Lord, as Jacob was, of whom his father Iſaac ſaid, 
I baue blaſſed him, ind: he ſball be bleſſead, Gen. xxvii. 
33. They are the bleſſed objects o God's love, and 
the bleſſed heirs of the promiſes, brought into cove - 
! nant with God, and joined to the Lord by converting 
grace and ſaviog, faith. And as none are acquainted 
with Bethel-viſits but theſe that are thus bleſſed; ſo 
it is wich great variety, that the Lord's people do en- 
joy ſuch appearances of God. T hough they have not 
all experience of Bethel intervews with God, of the 
ſame meaſure and degree with that of Jacob; yet they 
have ſuch experience of meeting with God as are ſub- 
ſtaotially the fame. Whatever difference there may 
de in circumſtances; yet they are ſuch, as they may 
call the place BETHEL, the houſe of Cad, the gate of 
heaven, 9 
Is the illuſtration of this point, 1 ſhall bare obſerve 
1. The ſubſtance. 2. The ordinary circumſtances 
ol ſuch i interviews with God as ey. be called Bethel- 
* viſits. - 
8 The fulſtance, 1 or ſubſtantial part ot, is 
God's gracious meeting with them, ſo as they may have 
it to lay. The Lord God of the Hebrews met with us, 
Exod. iii. 18, And that either in public ordinances, 
or in ſecret duties, by night or by day, in the city or 


$7 


e „ G0 b. oz » 
In the field; and this meeting hath theſe two log e. ; 
ſpecially in it, which we find was in Jacob's meeting 
with Cod here in Bethel, the one is the manifeſtation 
of his glory, and the other | is the communication of | 
his mind | 
1. This Bethel- viſit lola a maniſe ation of hit 
glory. Jacob here ſees the glory of God in Chriſt re- 
| prelented as the ladder reaching between heaven and 
earth. Why then, you may call that a Bethel wherever it 
hath pleaſed God to reveal Chriſt in you, and to open 
your eyes to ſee his glory in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, as 
the way to-the Father, and as the ladder by which you 
may aſcend up to heaven. 'Have you ſeen, at this, or any 
former occaſion, Chriſt to be, as it were, the ladder . 
ſet upon the earth, in his humiliation, and reaching 
unto heaven, in his exaltation, and ſo that all the 
| rounds and ſteps of the ladder are compleated in bis 
incarnation, life, death, reſurrection, aſcenſion, and 
fitting at the right-hand of God; and by him do we be- | 
lieve in God, who raiſed him from the dead, that our } 
faith and hope might be in God? 1 Pet. i. 21. And 
have we thus, by faith, ſtept up the ladder, or are 
we on the way ſtepping up as we can, through grace, 
upon the view of Chriſt as the only Jadder, the only _ 
way? Hath thus the God that commanded light to 
ſhine out of darkneſs, ſbined into our hearts, not our 
heads only, but our hearts, to give us the light of tile 
knowledge of his ghry in the face of Jeſus Chriſt, fo as 
our hearts have gone out after arevealed Chriſt ? Well, 
this is one ſubſtantial. part of a Bethel-vilit, the ma · 
nifeſtation of his glory. 

2. This Bethel-viſit includes a communication of his 
mind. Jacob here not only hath God maniteſting his glo- 
ry to him, but alſo communicating his mind as a pro- 

miſing God, ſaying, I am your father's God, The God 
0 Abraham and Iſaac ; and in teſtimony that I will 
be your God alſo, I will do ſo and ſo to you: 
and thus he communicates his mind to him. by pro- 
miſes of grace. Why then, you may call that a 
99955 * 8 
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1 7 be preaiif Gon, 
Bethel-viſit, , when God comes and intimates his 
love, or communicates his mind, and ſpeaks into 


your heart by ſome word of grace and promiſe, and 
opening your underſtanding to apprehend, and your 


heart to apply, and cauſing you to hope in his 
word, as Tea and Amen in Chriſt, If God hath ſpok- 
en a word to your heart, and made you take him 


at his word, ſo as you can look to him and ſay, Re-+ 
member the word on which thou cauſed/t me to hope, 
Wherever it was, you may ſay the name of the place 


was BETHEL, and that you found him in Bethel, and 
there he ſpoke to you, Hol. xii 4. Now, Fonceroipg thefe 


viſits, we may remark four things. 


(1) That the Lord may allow a Bethel- id i 


on and communication to his people, and yer they | 
may not know that God is preſent with them, in ſuch a 


manner as he is, till an after reflection thereupon, 
Hence ſaid Jacob here, ver. 16, when he awaked out 


of his ſleep, Surely God was in this place, and I knew it 


not. God's people may be ſurpriſed with his vi- 
ſits, though they cannot bat be conſcious of his com- 
ing, when he approaches to them, yet they may not 
be ſure about the qualities of that viſit, whether it 
was a ſaving divine manifeſtation, till they come to ex- 


amine and reſſect upon it, and find that it was none 


other but the powerful preſence of God: for, they 
carry their own. evidence along wich them ; Surely, 
he was here. 

(2.) Bethel. viſits fill the foul with rho a awe of God, 
ver. 17. How dreadful is this place! They that will 


ſee God will ſee cauſe of holy trembling and bluſn- 
ing before him, and the ſight will humble and fill them 
with holy awe and reverence. Saving diſcoveries do 
not elevate and puff up with pride, but impreſs the 


ſoul with holy dread. The ſweet pleaſure and joy 


that attend the diſcovery is tempered with holy fear 
and awe, in ſo much, that they fear the Lord and his, 
goodneſs, and rejoice with trembling, The place where 


God manitelts himſelf is both a joyfo] and a dreadfal. 
place. Praiſe is the moſt joyful and heartſome exer- 
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ciſez yet God is ſaid to be fearful in praiſes, becauſe 


of the dread and awe of God that is on the heart of 
theſe that praiſe him; for, Gre is the. glory. of the 


Lord which they ſee who ing in the ways of the Lord.” 
(3) Divine viſits are not excluded from any plate ; 


even here, where Jacob little thought ot meeting with 
_ God, here he meets him, he finds him in Bethel, aud 


ſays, This is the houſe of God, and the gate of heaver. 


| Wherever we are, in the hooſe or in % field, if we 
meet with God there, we may call it the houſe of God, 
and the gate of heaven ; for, mrs; is in his graciqus 


preſence. = 

(4.) Divine viſits are abt ver 18. "He riſes 
early in the morning, and ſets about ſolemn worſhip 
of the God that appeared to him: He ſets up be 


| None for a pillar, and anvints it as a memorial of What 


paſt, aod gave the place a new name. As the [weet 
communion we have with God ought to be te- 
membred; ſo his grant of mercy calls tor our retorn _ 
of duty. Jacob is here alſo quickened to vow himſelf 
away to the Lord, and promiſe to ferve him; and, 

indeed, our vows and promiſes are then regular and 
eyangelical, when they are the fruit of God's mani» 


 felting himſelf in the covenant of promiſe to us, as to 


Jacob here: for whatever we promiſe, we can perform 
nothing but in virtue of his promiſe ro us, h 
2dly, As to the ordinary circumſtances of ſuch Be- 


thel intervews with God. Several of theſe may be ga- 


thered trom the hiſtory of Jacob, and will be found to 
correſpond with the believer's experience, as in theſe 
ein particulars. 

That in the Lord's ordinary way of e 
wh he deals effectually with poor fouls, and when 
he hath a mind io bring them to a Bethel, he readily 


brings them to a wilderneſs, and there deals powerfully 
with them, and ſpeaks Rindly to them ; or, to Their heart. 


Thus here Jacob is in the wilderneſs, being baniſhed from 
his father's houſe. - Though he was a ſon of the pro- 


miſe, yet he was forced to run to u : ſtrange MELT 
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12 The promi ng G ob, 
God allures his people, and brings them to a wilders 
neſs, and then ſpeaks comfortably ; gives them the 


of Achor for a. door of hope. Some here readily have come 
to this communion, or the like, and have: found them- 


ſelves in a wilderneſs of confuſion, darkneſs, and de- 
ſpondency, and yet had, ere all was done; ground to 


call the place BETHEL, by reaſon of God's meeting with 


e and ſpeaking kindly to them. 


2. The ſweeteſt diſcoveries of God are readily oſh- | 


ered in with the darke/t nights. God's viſit is ordina - 


rily like the break of the day upon the back of a dark 
night. And, indeed, Weeping may endure for a night 
but joy cometh in the morning, Pſal xxx. 5 As it was 


literally in thedark night that God viſited Jacob here; 


ſo you vll ſee what a dark night of trouble, diſtreſs, 


and perplexity Jacob was in when he met with God 
at Peniel, and wreſtled with the angel and prevailed ; 


Jacob was left alone; and there wreſtled a man with - 
bim till the break of day, Gen. xxxii. 24. He had been 
before this compaſſed with clouds of fear on the ac- 


count of Eſau, who was meeting him with four hun- 


dred men. You that are in the dark night of fear and 
diſtre!s may be encouraged to wait on, for readily the 


Lord uſhers in nnn 10 himſelf with the dark- 
eſt nights. | 


3. As the Lord is eben to abe in 88 mani- 
feſtations of himſelf with a dark night; ſo readily a 


dark night follsws upon their ſweet manifeſtations. and 


many times they are as a blink before a ſtorm; and the 


people of God often find this to their ſad experience, 


making them ſee ground to be ſober after their ſweet 


experiences. Jacob had a good night in Bethel; but 
nc ſtraits followed upon it, particularly in the hard 
ſervice and harſh treatment be met with from Laban. 
Here is a viſit; and preſently follows a night of trouble 
again. We wentlon this, not for your diſcourage- 
meat. but that you may not be ſurpriſed; for, there 
may be a ſudden turn in your ſpiritual affairs: 7 ſaid, 


my mountain flands ftroavg ; but thou didſt hide thy Jace, 
and J Was ene 7 8 
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à «performing God. 13 
4. Sometimes the night that follows upon the Lord's 
manifeſting + himſelf may be darker, and the darkneſs 
of it greater than the night they had before their Be- 
thel-manifeſtation, Jacob was 1n a ſtrait before the 
Bethel -viſit, through the fear of Eſau ; but after that 
kiadly viſit, the ſtrait was greater, and the night dark- 


er, while he had not only the fear, but the feeling of 


Laban's diſpleaſure : perhaps you had a dark night before 


the Lord paid you a viſit ; but what if a darker night 
ſhall follow upon that Viſit, even ſome grievous tem- 


tation to raze all again, The church was brought to 
the banqueting-houſe, and his banner over her was love ; 
yet afterwards to the dark ſhadow, where ſhe cries, 


I fought him, but I found him not, What a ſweet com- 


munion had the diſciples with Chriſt at the laſt ſup- 
per! yet followed with the darkeſt night of temptati- 


on, trouble, and ſcattering: the Shepherd of Ifrael 
| himſelf being ſmitten, the ſheep were ſcattered. When 


the Lord allows you {ſweet Bethel-intervews and bleſ- 
ſings, you may miſtake them, and think they preſage 


nothing, but a life of joy and comfort henceforth, and 


that former trials are at an end; and yet they may be 


only preparations for approaching trials, and eneour- 


agewents to faith and hope under futute troubles, This 
ieads we, 5.07 1 i Wigs 


III. To the ſecond thing propoſed, which was to 
ſhew, what dark and diſmal days may follow upon theſe 


| Bethel-diſcoveries There are theſe following dark 
days or rather dark nights, that may follow upon Be- 


thel-viſits. A 
1: A dark night of long abſence, a night of weary de- 


| ſertion may follow. Jacob had not, for twenty years, 


ſuch a night as he had at Bethel: there may be lon 


twenty years travel between Bethel and Peniel. Per- 
haps you had much heavenly-warmneſs by a live coal 


from the altar, when God maniteſted himſelf, and you 
got a heart to cloſe with Chritt, The place was like a 
heaven upon earth to you ; bur, perhaps, many a weary 
day you have had ſince that.time. May be you have 


mind. 
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never had ſuch a gale ſince that time. Or, if this com- 


munion hath been a Bethel to you, think it not (tran 
though a night of ablence aud hiding may follow, and 


though the night be long. 


2. A dark night of forgetfulneſt may follow upon 
the Bethel-vidit, ſo as it is hard to know how ſecure 


people may grow; and they may loſe the ſweet im · 


preſſion of the vſit, and have little or no-kindly re- 
membrance of the ſweet days they had at Bethel. This 


dark night followed upon Jacob's meeting with God 
here; it ſeems he had much forgotten it, till God 


puts him in mind of ir, ſaying, Gen. xxxi. 13. _ S 


the God of Bethel, where thou anointedſt the pillar, and 


vowedſt the vow. Jacob, might he ſay, do you not 


mind the time? do you not mind the place? do you 
not mind the two pillars ? do you not mind the promiſe? 


do you not mind the Bethel, where | ſhewed my co- 
venant to thee, and accepted thy vows unto me? Be not 


_ diſcouraged with the fear of Laban behind purſuing 


you, and Eſau before meeting you; it is enough to 


drive all fears and diſcouragements away, that / am 


the God of Bethel; I am the ſame God now, that I was 


at that day to you : however, Jacob had loſt the ſweet 
impreſſion, and loſt the kind remembrance of Bethel, 
till God himſelf was the remembrancer. In the dark 


night of oblivion, all may go out of ſight, and out of 


A dark night of temptations, fears, uk d SEES 
ragements may follow upon a ſweet Bethel viſit. The 
gracious encouragement that God gave to Jacob after · 


Wuards, ſhews what fears and diſcouragements he was 
under, and under which he was ready to ſink, if God 
bad not ſupported and comforted him from time to 


time. Well, even after. a Bethel-viſit you may be 
grievoully tempted, to call all that you met with but a de- 


luſion; yea, to think that it was Satan that was work- 


ing with you, and not the living God; and to think 
that your coming to a communion table was but a 
taking a ſeal of your own condemnation, Some may 


„ Rs T | 
be tatapted to fear that God hath a controverſy with 
them. that does not obſerve their affliction. It ſeems 
this was a part of the dark night that came upon 
Jacob; and therefore God ſhews him that it was 
an ungrounded jealouſy ; For, ſays he, I have ſeen all 
that Laban hath done to thee, Gen. xxxi, 12. Though 
thou waſt not ſenſible of my care, yet I have all 
this time had a ſpecial care about thee, and increaſ- 

ed thy ſtock, notwithſtanding of what Laban did. It 
is hard to believe the divine care in a dark day, where- 
ia we apprehend his diſpleaſure; and yet when he re- 
turns, he can make us (ce he had a ſpecial care of us, 
when we know not of it; and that he hath been do- 
ing all things well, even OW we were TY all theſe 
things were agaioſt us. 

4. A dark night of wants and flraits may follow u- 
pon Bethel-viſits; both outward and inward wants: 
temporal wants, ſuch as Jacob \ mentions, when he 
complained that Labat had changed his wages ten times, 

Gen. xxXl. 41. Spiritual wants, and want of comfort 
ſüuch as Jacob was under, when in his ſtrait he could 

draw no comfort, even from an old Bethel, till God 
gave him a new vilit, by telling him, that he was the 
God of Bethel. Think not ſtrange, though, upon the 
back of Bethel-viſits, you be tryſted with great ſtraits, 
outward and inward, and perhaps can draw no com- 
fort from a back - look upon Bethel; for, whenever 
you can draw comfort and encouragement from it, you 
may reckon it a new viſit; when, in a dark day, you 
can remember him from the land of Jordan, and re- 
member what God did to you at ſuch a time. 
g. A dark night of Perſecution, even by friends and 
brethren, may follow upon Bethel-viſits, as Jacob 
found after this viſit, when perſecuted by Laban, his 
_ father-in-law, and Eſau his brother, that was con- 
ceived in the ſame womb with him, though God mer- 
cifully reſtrained their anger and fury, that they got 
not their will of Jacob; For, the wrath of man ſball 
praiſe God, and the remainder thereqf he will reſtrain. 
Think not ſtrange then, even from Bethel-meetiogs 


— 
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with God, .though you ſhould be tried with a dark 


night of. Perſecution, even from envious friends and 
falſe brethren. The church and ſpouſe of Chriſt ſpeaks of 


| aBethel, Song i. 4. The king hath brought me into his 


chambers, we will be glad and rejoice in thee; and yet 
a hot and ſcorching perſecution followed, ver. 6. The 
fun hath looked upon me. Why? My mother's child- 
ren were angry with me. There is hardly any perſe- 


cution more grievous and violent, than that of angry 


brethren ; but they are under a reſtraint ; they can go 
no further than God permits : only we need not think 


ſtrange to fee church- perſecutions, even after Bethel. 
viſits. 


6. A dark night of backſliding and relapſe to folk 


mer unwatchfulneſs, ſecurity, and ſloth may follow 
upon the Bethel-viſit, though it was ſolemnly re- 


nounced at Bethel, Jacob ſeems to have been. under 

aa lameuntable decay, as to the exerciſe of faith that once 
be had at Bethel, till once God returned and quickened 
him again. Chriſt ſaid to his diſciples after the com- 


munion, Ye ſhall all be offended, becauſe of me this night: 


you ſhall all turn your backs upon me: you may la- 


mentably relapſe to theſe ſins that were regounced. I 
| know not your particular caſe; but whatever it is, it 
| hath been the ſad experience of God's remnant. You 
may relapſe to the omiſſion of kown duty; yea, to the 
embracement of known idols, the very thing that part- 


ed between God and you. This is a ſad and ſor- 
_ rowful night, that you need to take care you bring not 


upon yourſelves through. unwatchfulneſs, in ſo pro- 


voking the Lord to anger with you, as he was wich 


Solomon, 1 Kings xi. 9. It is ſaid the Lord was angry 
with him, becauſe his heart turned from the Lord God of 
Iſrael, which had appeared to him twice, What a fad 
matter is it, if after a Bethel-intervew with God you 


turn your back vpon the God of Bethel: ! Will you alſe. 


go away ? 


7. A dark night of firange di d. den gti, may follow 


upon Bethel- interviews. Various trials, viciſſitudes, 
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and changes ſoch as was in Jacob's lot, between the 
time of Bethel promiſes and Peniel performances thereof; 
cob did not want chaſtiſements; F his children” break 
my law, Twill viſit their rranſereſſ fons with rods, and 


| their iniquities with ftripes'; nevertheleſs my loving-kind- 


neſs will I not utterly take from him, nor ſuſfer my faith- 


| Fuubneſs to fail, Plal. Ixxxix 30,33. God may cover 


our table at Bethel, but behold afterwards. the ordi- 
nary means of relief may fail you, as it was with Ja- 
cob in Laban's family; eyen fo, the means of ſpiritual 
relief may fail you. You may go to preachings, and 
return as dark as before. You'may go to your cloſet, 
and that mean may fail you You may go to public or- 
nances and ſacraments, and theſe means may fail you. 
Though at Bethel you, perhaps, thought, Oh! I will ne- 
ver be what have been; Iwill never do as I have done: 
I will never doubt nor fear any more: yet all this may 
be out of ſight, and the Comforter that ſhould relieve 
your ſoul, may be far from you, Lam. i. 19, Strange 
diſpenſations may befal you. All God's waves and bil. 
tus may paſs over you, and deeps call unto ech, Plal. 
xlii. 7, 
8. A dark t of perplexities amidſt theſe ſtrange. 
diſpenſations may follow upon Bethel - interviews. 


Thus it was with Jacob before he came off from La- 


ban's houſe, he know not what to do till the Lord direct- 
ed him to ariſe and turn to the land of his kindred, Gen. 
xxxi. 13. You may come to ſuch a night of perplex - 
ities that you know not what to do, or what hand to 
turn you to | You may come to look upon yourſelf as 
ina periſhing condition, and to ſay your ſtrength and 
hope is periſhed from the Lord. Remembring your af- 
Action and miſery, the worm-wood and the gall, Lam. 
iii. 18, 19. What ſhall I ſay? May we not obſerve, 
with fear and trembling, that ſome who have met with 
God have afterwards come under dreadful dark clouds, 
both in point of /in and miſery *—Some have been ſo 
| far leſt, to ſin after manifeſtations, as deſervedly to be 
: called devils; Peter got _ a diſcovery of God in 
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Chriſt, that me Lord ſays to him, Bleſſed art thou, 8 
mon Bar- Jonas: felb and blood hath not revealed theſe 
things to thee, but my Father which is in heaven. Yet 
iu ſtantly Peter is Jett ſo far to fin, that Chriſt ſays to 
bim, Get thee behind me, Satan: thou ſavaureſt not t the 

things that be of God, Matth. xvi. 17, 23. A 
think you of his depying his maſter with curſes 


1 


us not imagine, they are all ſtrangers to on i 


views with God that deny, or do not. zealouſly owa 

the cauſe and intereſt of Chriſt at this day. But let 
us fear and tremble to conſider how far the children of 
God way be left to depart from him and his way, in 
a dark time, and in a day of temptation. It is poſ- 
ſible that good men may be left to ſin, and to juſtify their 
ſin. I will be loth to ſay, that they are all wicked 
men that jullify their ſinful proceedings in public mat- 
ters at this day, and that juſtify their perſecuting rage 
and anger at their brethren, when I conſider how Jo- 
nah juſtified his anger againſt God, ſaying, / de well 


to be angry. So, it is pollible, that ever ſome, that 


have met with God, may juſtify their anger at their 
| brethren, ſaying, Ve dowell to be angry evenunto death, 
and angry even to ſuſpenſion, depoſition, excommu- 
nication f. I hope none need be offended, it I have 
charity for ſome that are ot that opinion, through 
their ignorant zeal, while carried away like, Barnabas, 
with the diſſimolations ot the day, aud whoſe eyes God 
Vill open in due time, to ſee that their anger was as 
ill founded as that ot Jonah's. For, if evet God met 
with them at Bethel, when he is pleaſed to return, 
their eyes will readily be opened, and they will ſce they 
did ill to be angry with their brethred that were con- 
tending for the rights oft heir mother's houſe: yea, ao0- 
ther mercitul turn upon their hearts will make them ſay, 
ds Jacob's ſons once did of Juleph, We are verily guilty 
concerning cur brother, Sv we Lope ot ſome, it ever 


＋ Our tt ois here alluding to the e nduct of the church-ju- 
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they have met God at Bethel, furely vpon the Lord's 
return they will regret their miſcarriage, nd Tay, We 
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have verily been guilty concerning our brother. However, 
as ſome that have met with God may come under dread- 


ful clouds of /in; (for we are not to unſaint them all, 


and every one that are carried down the ſtream of oe * 
fection; though we are to have no charity for their 


ways, yet let us not meddle with their ſtate, till we 
ſee if God ſhall reclaim them) ſo, in point of miſery, 
ſome that have met with God may be put to ſay, Oh! 


he breaks me with breach upon breach, and runs up- 


on me like a giant; yea, while /ufferins his terrors, 


they have in a manner been d/tratted, and ſometimes | 


curſed the day wherein they were born. Thus you 
may ſee what dark days may follow upon Bethel- inter- 


views with God; and yet, after all, the promiſe ſtands 
good to all the ſeed of Jacob that have met with God 


at Bethel. He will not leave them, full he Path: Ie that 
which he hath * to them of. 


III. The third neral head pole was, To oy 
Pier and explain Bis promiſe, I wit! not leave thee, til! 


have done that which I have ſpoken to thee of. For 


explaining hereof, there are theſe following queſtions 
that we would propound and anſwer, 1. How God 


Speaks to his people? 2. How he doth or accom- 


pliſbeth that which he hath ſpoken to them of? 3. 


 #hen is it that he will do that which he hath promiſ- 
ed? 4, What is the import of this privilege, that he 


will not leave them? 6. lu what /en/e it is ſaid, he 
will nat leave them, till he hath done that which he hath 
promiſed? —\_ 
1. How God Pak] to his people, when they hive 
a Bethel-vifit of him? I anſwer, in a few words, 
1. He ſpeaks divinely, he {peaks like himſelf, letting 
them know that it is he that ipeaks: as he ſaid to the 
woman of Samaria, John iv. 26. I that 1 unto thee, 
am he; ſo ſays he here to Jacob, It is I that ſpeaks to 
thee ; I will not leave thee, until I have done that which 
-C 2 
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14 T have ſpoken. Never man ſpake like this, man: . 
i ſpeaking only reaches the ear, but God's ſpeaking 
1 reaches and touches the heart. Hence, | 
Wi! 2. He ſpeaks powerfully, as it is ſaid. of Chriſt, ls 
I ſpake as one having authority, and not as the ſcribes : ſo, 
when the Lord ſpeaks, there is power and authority 

accompanying, the word, either in its firſt coming, or 

. in its after- working, upon the heart. Tel received the 
word, not as the word of man, but, as it is in truth, 
| N the word of God, which worketh eAtuall i in. ou. that 
| elbe 1 Thel. ii 3. 

3. He ſpeaks particularly, as here to Jacob, 1 will 
not leave THEE, fill I have done that which I have Spoken 
of to YEE. People may hear the word delivered in 
general to all the congregation ; but it doth them 

no good, till they hear it in particular ſpoken to 
them. Then God calls the perſon by name, and ſays, 
To thee I ſpeak; and the heart ſays, It is to me that 
God is ſpeaking. O! bath God ſpoken to thee, man; 
to thee, woman? _ 5 
4. He ſpeaks kindly and comfortably ; Hoſ. ii. 14. 1 
will allure her, and bring her to the wilderneſs ; and 
ther ſpeak comfortably to her His kindneſs in ſpeaking 
appears moſt evidently when it is in a wilderneſs caſe 
he communicates himſelf: every word he ſpeaks to 
Jacob. here, is a word of kindneſs. | O the light, life, 
figength, and comfort that the word brings when God 
ſpeaks it! He hath a view both to their preſent com- 
fort and their future ſupport, when he {peaks with them 
in Bethel. 
5. He ſpeaks plainly, and not in rarables + for he 0- 
pens their underſtandings to apprehend, and their hearts 
to apply ; For to them it is given to know the miſteries 
of the kingdom of bea ven; to others it is not given, 
| Mar. xiii, 11. The word of grace is a ſealed book, 
i till the Lion of the tribe of Judah open the ſeal. 2 
1 6. He ſpeaks ſuitably io their caſe ; for, he hath the 
tongue of the learned, to ſpeake a word in ſeaſen to the 
weary, Ia. l. 4. . He adapts his WOrdy here to Jacob's 


ben. „ 


weaty caſe, as L ſnewed in the explication. He gives 


them a word that ſuits their difficulties: Sometimes 


they have difficulty about this, and ſometimes about 
that and the other affair, and they come with their bur. 


dens before the Lord, and he preſents a word to them 


relative to them. Sometimes they are burdened about 


their previſion; and he gives a word tor that: Bread 
all be given thee, and thy water ſhall he ſure — They 


are burdened with fears of danger: and they get a word 


for that: Fear not, for I am with thee : The eternal 
Cad is thy refuge. Sometimes they want direction: 


and get a word for that; I will bring the blind by a 


way that they know nat; I will lead them in paths that 


they bave not known ; I will make darkneſs light before 


them, and crooked things ſtreight.— They want the Spi- 
rit ; and they get a word for that: I will put my Spirit 


within you ; ana the water that I give ſhall. be in yon a 
well f water ſpringing up. to everlaſting life. — They 
| want ſtrength for duty or trial; and they get a word 


for that: My grace ſball be ſufficient for thee, and my 


treng th ſhall be made perfect in thy weakneſs, — They want 


pardon ; and they get a word for that: I. even I am 


le that blotteth out thy tranſgreſſions, for mine un ſake, 


and will not remember thy ſins. —T hey want to have ſin 
ſubdued and mort ified; and get a. word for that: Sin 
ball not have dominion over you. They want ſomething 


for the church; and they get a word for that: That 


the wall ſball be built in perilous times; that at evening 
time it ſhall be light; and upon all the glory there ſhall 
be a defence. They want a bleſſing for their children; 
and they get a word for that: / will be thy Cod, and 
the Godof thy ſeed. 
' 2dly, The next queſtion here, was, How be doth 5 
what he hath (poken to them? I will do what I have 
0000 of to thee. Why, 
I. He will doit faithfully : Net a word ſhall fail of 
3 he bath ſpoken, Joſh. xxi. 45. The hiſtory of Ja- 


cob ſhews how faithfully God accompliſhed his pro- 


ie, and all that he ſpoke to him ; and he hath faithful- 
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is the voice of my Beloved, behold he cometh, ſeipping upon 
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my neſs for the girdle of tris tains.” een e. eg e 


Fhould ſye, nor the fon of man that he ſhould repent. 


will do what he hath ſpoken, ſurely, and certainly; 
1 vihlon ball ſpeak, it ſball ſurely come, ' © 5 
2. As he will do certainly what he hath ſpoken, fo 


be will do it wonderfully, and he will work wonders 


before he do it not; Heaven and earth ſhall paſs away, 


before one jot of his word fall to the ground. And it is 


in a very marvellous and myſterious way, that God 
doth accompliſh his word through a world of dark diſ- 

- penſations, through fire and water he brings them to a 

wealthy land. Though impaſſable mountains be in 

_ the way; yet he will come and do what he hath faid, 


and give his people occaſion to ſay when he comes, It 


the mountains, leaping upon the hills, 


3. He will do ed hath ſpoken, and do it re- 
' markably. Thus he did what he ſaid to Jacob; and 


if the believer may put a remark upon the Bethel viſit, 


when he comes to promiſe; much more upon the Pe- 
niel-viſit, when he comes to perform what he hath 


| his word; but in the Peniel viſit, we ſee him by ſenſe in 
his work: for then he not only fays but does what he 


hath ſaid, and ſhews himſelf face to face. 
- . 4. When he doth what he hath ſpoken, he doth it 


Jurpriſingliy. Jacob was not expecting ſuch a way of 
God's accompliſhing his word. Pſal. cxxxvi. 1 When 


the Lord turned back the captivity of Zion, we were like 


them that dream. He ſweetly ſurprizes when he comes 


to do what he hath ſpoken : Then was our mouths filled 
uit h laughter, and our tongues with ſongs : The Lord hath 
done great things for us, wheresf we are glad. Apain, 


5. When he doth what he hath ſpoken, he doth it g- 


rieuſly. His glory ſhines in all his works, and eſpeci- 


ally in accompliſhing his promiſes, that are Yea and 


Amen in Chriſt He makes the glory of his wiſdom, 
power, holineſs, the glory of his mercy, truth, and 
faithfulneſs to ſhine in the accompliſhment ; he doth 


1 
1 


a \ as od #) hand Low | 


2 


8 * A th. oe Wit Boot 


7 
i 
N 


%% K 


E 


FC | Hd gen 24 
more than he hath ſpoken, and is better than his word, 


Exod. xv. 1. When God accompliſhed his promiſe of 


delivering Iſrael out of Egypt, and out of the hand of 


Pharaoh and his hoſt, then their voice was lifted up, ſay- 
ing, 1 will ſing unto the Lord; for te __ e | 


8 
6. When he doth what he hath ſpoken, be doth i ir 


 feaſonably; The viſion is for an appointed time, but at 


the end it fball ſpeak and not lye : though it tarry, wait 

for it, becauſe it will ſureiy come, it uill nat tarry, 
Hab. ii. 3. It will not tarry beyond the appointed 
time, nor beyond the proper time; and therefore, let 


faith wait upon @ faithful God, b will do as be bath 
| ſaid. . This leads, 


3dly, To the third aucſiios, When | is. it: that he will 
do what he hath ſpoken to them of? You may take 
the anſwer, of this ia the following particulars. 
I. Some things he bath ſpoken relate to a day of 
trouble; and when that day comes he will do what he 


| hath ſpoken to them of; I will be with him in trouble: 


T1 will deliver him, and honour him, Pſal. xci. 15. Hence 


his people never enjoy more ot his preſence and pity, 


than in days of tribulation. and affliction. And ſome- 
times he lets the trouble come to an extremity, before 


he ſenſibly accompliſh his promiſe of _ 2 £ 


brought — and he helped me, Pſal. cxvi. 


2. Some things that he hath ſpoken to 8 re- 


late to a day of temptation : and when that comes, then 


he will do what he hath ſpoken. He hath ſaid, Rom: xvi. 


20. The God of peace will bruiſe Satan under your feet 


ſhortly. He hath ſaid, 1 Cor. x. 2 That be is faitb- 


ul, and will not ſuſter them o be tempted above what 


they are able to bear ; but with the temptation will make 
a way to eſcape. And hence it is, for ordinary. in a 


time of great and grievous temptation, he opens ſome 


door by which they eſcape from time 10 time, while 5 


they wait upon him. 
3. Some things that he hath ſpoken whats to, a day 
of work, of great work that he puis inio their band; 
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and when that day comes, he doth that which he bath 
ſpoken. He hath faid, - That he works in us both to 
will and to do of his good pleaſure, Phil. ii. 13. He hath 
ſaid, that he wall ſtrengthen, he will uphol with the 
right. hand of his righteouſneſs," Iſa. xli. 10. And bence 


it is, that his people can metimes ſay with Faul. V. 


can do all things throngh Chriſt firengthening me. Th? 
we are not ſiſicient of ourſelves, to think any thing as of 


. ourſelves, yet our  fufficiency is of Ged. And bees me 
church, Ifa, xxvi. 12. Thou haft wrought all our worre 


in us. And David, Pſal. lvii. 2. I will cry unto God 
moſt. High, unto God that performeth all things for me. 

4. Somethings that he hath ſpoken of relate to a day 
of warfare : and when that day of bloody battle comes, 
he doth what he hath ſpoken.” He hath ſaid concern - 
ing this, even he who is the Captain of ſalvation ; the 


Lord mighty in battle hath ſaid, for the encouragement 


of his ſoldiers, Who go a warfare upon their own char- 
ges? 1 Cor. ix. 7, He is the ftrength of their ſalvati- 
on, that covers their heads in the day of battle, Pſal. cxl. 
7. And hence it is, that according. to his word, his 
people are ſaid always to triumph in Chriſt Feſus, and 


to be more than conquerors.” See Plal. xviii. 30, 32, 34. 


The word of the Lord i is tried: He is a buckler to all thoje 
that truſt in him. It is God that girdeth me with flrength : 
He teacheth my hands to war: and bows of fleel are 
broken by mine arms. All their _ to ſtand in a day 
2 trial and danger flows from this. 

5. Some things he hath ſpoken of relate to the day 
of death: and when that comes he, will do what 


he hath ſpoken to them. He hath ſaid, Death ſball be 


ſwallowed up in victory, 1 Cor. xv. 54. He hath ſaid, 
Hof. xiii. 14. 1 will ranſom them from the power of the 

grave; I will redeem them from death: O death! 1 
will be thy plagues; O grave! I will deſtrugion. And 
hence it is, that as all believers in Chriſt are bleſſed in 


death; for, Bleſſed are the dead that die in the Lord, 
and that flee in Feſus:; fo, ſome believers have got the 


ſeuGble and comfortable view of this, even paſſing 


1 performing Go b. gl 25 
through that valley between time andeternity, and have 
fallen a ſinging in the midſt of the valley, and ſaying, 
O death, where is thy fling? O grave, where it ibi 
victory? Thanks be to God, which giveth us the viflory _ 
Through our Lord Jeſus Chriſt. Though 1 walk through. 

the valley of the ſhadow of death, I will fear no evil ; for | 
thou art with me, thy red and thy fta they omfort mm. | 
With the ſtaff of the promiſe in their hand, they walk 
thro' Jordan dry ſhod. And when the ſoul is ſeparated 
from the body, then it enters into the reft that remains |} 
ns the people of God, according to Oe Which he hath | 
| ken. 
76 Some things that he hath 8 relate to a day 
of judgement ; and when that day comes, that then he 
will do what he hath ſpoken to them of. He hath ſaid 
4 four times in one chapter ; namely, John vi, That he 
t will raiſe them up at the laſt day ; and 1 Theſſ. iv. 13. 
f That if we believe that Jeſus died and roſe again, even 
- fo, upon the ſame ground, and with the ſame certainty, 
\ | them that ſleep in Jeſus will God bring with him ; and 
q | that the dead in Chriſt will riſe fir, and meet the Lord 
1 | in the air; and fo ſhall they be ever with the Lord. He 
_ re hath ſaid, 1 Cor, xv. 52. That in a moment, in the 
"= twinkling of an eye, at the ſound of the laſt trumpet, the 
| dead ſball be raiked incorruptible : That this corruptible 
„Hall put on incorruption, this mortal ſball put on immor- 
| tality. He hath ſaid, Col. iii. 4. When he who is our 


>o. TR. h. OW; tn Sn, es cnt beds 
$59 b * 5 2 - > 7 


ll. 


5e — >. 


a R egg rr nr 


life ſball appear, we alla ar with him in glory. He 
hath ſaid, Phil. iii. 21. That he will change our vile 
bodies, and make them like his glorious body, according 
to the working whereby he is able to ſubdue all things ſo 
himſelf, He hath ſaid, That the ſaints ſhall enter into the 
Joy of their Lord, and ſhall judge the world. 
What I have ſaid; may give ſome light to the queſ- 
tion, When will he do what the hath ſpoken to his peo- 
ple? He will do all that he hath ſpoken, partly here, 
and perfectly hereafter. He hath promiſed eternal life | 
to the believer : He that believeth on the Son, hath ever» 
laſting life. This be doth | he part here, and to er 
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26 15 Tile Gon. 
tion hereafter ; and we may appeal to every believer of 
90 ſigading. if the promiſe of heaven and glory be 
nok. even in part, allowed bim here by a perſonal 
poſleffion, He is paſſeſſed of heaven; not on, 
Ry J By union to Chriſt, ſo as his bead is io beayen, 
Chriſt t e Fore · runder having taken poſſeſſion, and 
gone to 8 the place for him; ſo that he Ata with 
him 1 in hegvenly places ; ; but alſo, 


1 ) By communion he hath ſome perſonal poſſeſſion, | 1 


if ou conſider what heaven is.—ls heaven a ſtate of 
light, perfekt light ? ? The believer hath the be gun 
efion of this, in ſofar as he hath the light of the. ne 
ledge of the glory .of Gd in the face Jeſus Chrift,—1Is 
heaven a ſtate of liberty, perfe&t liberty ? The believ- 
er bath the begun poſſeſſion of this, in ſo far as at any 
time his bonds are locſed, and the Spirit of God is poured 
cout upon him; where the Spirit of the Lord is, there is 
liberty. — ls heaven a, ſtate of love, perfect love? The 
believer hath the begun poſſeſſion of this, in ſo far as 
the love of Ged is ſhed abroad upon your heart, by the 
Holy Ghoſt; and the love of God conflraineth him to du- 
| ty or ſervice. —ls heaven a ſlate of perfect holineſs? 
| Tbe believer hath the begun poſſeſſion of this, in ſo 
far as he is ſanttified in Chriſt Jeſus, and going on to per- 
fection: yea, is already perfectly holy in deſire.—Is 
heaven a ſtate of perfect. joy ? The believer hath this alſo 
in begun poſſeſſion, when he is filled with jey and peace 
in believing; yea, ſometimes with joy unſpeakable and 
Fall 5 of glory,—ls beaven a ſtate of trumph and victory? 
. be later hath the begun poſſchon of this, when 
he boaſts in the Lord and ſays, Thanks be to God, 
which always cauſes us to. triumph in Chriſt. —Is eee 
a place of praiſe and wender at the grace of God, and 
the glorious perfections of God ? The believer hath the 
beg un poſſeſſion of. this alſo, when ſometimes his heart 


9 Flled with the high praiſe of God, filled with wonder 


21 bis matchleis love and diſtinguſhing grace. He would 
invite all the world to wonder and praiſe, Yet, O what a 
ſmall portion of heaven hath he here, in compariſon of 


what he ſhall have! He ſballdrink of the river of pelaſure 
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for eber. Yet thut patt he enjoys here, is the earneſt of 
the full poſſeſſion, and the evidence that he will d all 


that he hath ſpoken' to then of, concerning grace and 
ry, = every E ood thing, *. 


"The? next queſtion was, What is the import. 
of 6 ptiviledpe, I will not leave thee, until I have 
done that which [have ſpoken to thee of ?- Why, how can it 


be ſaid he will not leave them; when yet, after Bethel- 


viſits and Bethel-promiſes given them, they may be 


tryſted with. For clearing this f ſubject, there are theſe 


two remarks I would offer, | 
1. The firſt remark is, © That there are e ſome reſpefts 

herein God may be ſaid to {cave people z” as.” 
(i.) When he takes away his word, his candleftick, 


his ordinances, and brings a famine, not of bread and 


water, but of the word of the Lord, Amos viii. 111 2. 
this is the worſt famine in thę world. 5 
(2.) When he takes away his Spirit, and dd | 
the clouds to rain no rain, la. v. 6, This is 4 fearful | 
leaving ; for, though the word and ordinances re · 
main, yet, if the Spirit be away, then the word can 


do no good, it hath no power to convince or covert. 
to confirm or comfort. | 
(3.) When he takes away his ear, and doth not re- 


gard their prayers ; when he doth not ſuffer them to 
pray, nor anſwer their prayer, but Butt them out, 
Lam. iii. 8 


(.) Secs he takes away his hand, his help and 
aſſiſtance, and leaves perſons to thewſelves, to their own 


luſts and counſels; My. people would not hearken, ra- 


el would have none 'of me: therefore I gave them up to 
their own lufts ; and they walked after their own counſels, 
Pal. Ixxxi. 11. Alas! a ſad leaving ! But then, 
2. The ſecond remark offer is, That there are 
06 ſome reſpefts wherein God will not leave his peo - 


«« ple.” Either, 


L..) He will never leave them really, but in appearance. 
Aad hence they many times think, and fear he js away, 
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28 Te md Gov, 
when hei is really preſeot ; Verily God was in th Pace, 
* [ knew it not, ſays Jacob. Or. 
[22 He never leaves them abſolutely, but in ſome 
refpe he may leave them in reſpect of the 0 
of grace, though he doth not leave them as to the pre- 
ſence of grace, He may leave them in reſpect of com- 
Fort ; though he may allow the influences of grace. 
He may leave them in reſpect of aſiſtance; though he 
may allow them the comfort of grace, yet he may deny 
them. that aſſiſtance and ſtrength they want, and alſo 
the ſenſible anſwer of their prayers. Or, | 

(3:) He never leaves them totally, but in ſome de- 

5 gree. He may leave them to be buffeted by Satan ; but 

will not leave them to be overcome by Satan. And he 
may leave them to be haraſſed and captivated by ſtrong 
corruptions; tho? he-doth not leave them to be con- 
quered thereby. Or, 

(4.) He never leaves them finally, but for ſometime: 
he may hide his face for a little moment, but with ever- 
laſting kindneſs will he have mercy on them, Ila. liv. 7, 
8 He will never leave them, ſo as to forget to do 
what he hath ſpoken to them of. 

This promiſe then, I will never have thes it ſays, 
that ſomething of God is ever with them, They have 
in them @ well of water ſpringing up to everlaſting life, 
John iv 14. God loves to ſtay where once hecomes, 
# will not leave thee, —It ſays alſo, that he will not ſtay 
away: though he hides himſelf out of fight, that he 
will got be long away.—lt ſays that in whatever re- 
ſpect he may be ſaid to leave them for a while, yet he will 
return to their joy; Now you have forrow but I will 
fee you again, and your heart Hall rejoice, and your joy 
no man taketh fromyou, John xvi. 22.—lt ſays that there 
are ſome things God will never deprive them of, never 
take away from them. He will never take away his 

love and favour ; For he hath loved them with an everlaſt - 
ing love. He will never take away the covenant of peace 
and of promiſe from them; The mountains ſball depart, 
and the hills be removed ; but my kindneſs ſhall not de- 
Part ſrom thee, neither ſball the covenant of myageace be re- 
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moved, Iſa. liv, 10. I-ullinever levi enn, 
thee, Heb. xiti. 85. 

$thly, The next queſlion'i is, in what ſenſe it is ſaid 
ol Jacob, and of all the ſpiritual ſeed of Jacob, that God 
will not leave them, until he hath done that which he hath 


ſpoken to them of * To explain this a little further, 1 
ſhall ſnew, 1. In what ſenſe we are to underſtand” this 


interim-promiſe, I will not leave thee. 2, In what 
ſenſe we are to underſtand this partide until, which 
ſeems to point at a period of this promiſe, / _ 
II.] In what ſenſe are we to underſtand: this in- 
terim-promiſe, I will not leave thee? Why, what- 
ever way he may be ſaid to leave his people, yet, 


1, He will never leave them Godlefs, but will ill 
be their God; for, his covenant with them is, I will. 


| be their God: they can never be fo far left, but that 
| God is till their God, and they may ſtill go to W 
as their God, 


2. He will never leave them Chri Bleſs: he hath gin | 


en Chriſt, the unſpeakable gift of God, to them; and 


he will never recall that . For the gifts and call. 


ing of God are without repentance : they ſhall Rill have: 
Chrit in them the hope of glory. Hence, 
3. He will never leave them Spiritleſ3 : he hath g- 


en his Spirit to you who are believers; and this anoint- 
ing which yop have received of him abides in you; 


I uill pray the Father, and he ſball give you another 

Comforter, that he may abide with you for ever; John 

| xiv. 16. The Spirit = be hid in the deliexer, but 
never abſent. _ 

4. Hence he will never leave them comfortleſr; john 
xiv. 18, I will not leave you comfortleſs; I will come 
unto you. However the ftreams of their comforts may 
be abated, yet the./pring of comfort ſtill remains; and 
hence the well * conſolation now and then ſprings. 
up. 

5. He will never leave 3 zen. pot ſtill be to 
them a preſent help in time of trouble: even when 
they have deſtroyed themſelves, yet in him is their 
help. He helps their infirmities when they cao- 
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not pray Hecheips\ them up when they ate downs" 
He helps them foreward when behind. 


6. He will not leave them hopeleſs, des they 


_ are ſaying, My hope it periſdeu from the Lord, yet he 
opens to them a door of hope in the valley of Athor:- 
They are never again without God, and anne in 
the world, Their hope lives. Vea, fl 
7. He wilt not leave them nithlſt. For he harb prayed: 


| for them, that their faith fail not. Their faith may indeed 


languiſh, and be like to give up the ghoſt, as that of 
the: diſciples; when they ſaid; Ve truſled that it had 
been he which ſbould have redeemed ſruol: but now we 


their faith was juſt at the _ the: Lord Jeſus re- 
ſtored and revived'it, 


8. He will not leave them frimdleſe and Fatherleſs > 


father chaſtiſeshischildren, ſo'the Lord chaſtiſeth them; 

as a father provideth for his children, ſo the Lord pro- 
videth for them, that they may not be at total want, be- 

tween the promiſe and the time of the performance: — 


hath ſpoken to them . He will not leave dealing with 
them; he will not leave bleſſing of them; he will not 
leave guidiag of them and guarding of them; he will not 
leave making all things working together for good to 


[2.] In what ſenſe we are to vnderſtand this par- 
interim · promiſe. Surely the meaning is not, that when 
he will leave them; but rather that then they will no 
never leave thee: for then they will be free of all fear 
of his leaving them. But the word imports, 
1. That there may be a © conſiderable time between 


the promiſe and the accompli iſbment ; between the time of 
Gon" s ſpeakiog to them, ou the time as his vorug: what: 


3 


doubt of this fundamental artiele of our creed: But when 


aud he is a friend that ſticks cloſer than a brother; aud 
as a father pities his children, ſo the Lord pities ehen as a2 


Thus he will wor. lass eue men Bund Une Ham Wb hes 


them; and working for the accompliſhing of his promiſe. © |, 
ticle, until, which ſeems to point at a period of this 
be bath done thus 'whith he hath ſpoken to them of,” then 


more need ſuch an encouraging word as this, I ui! 
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he hath ſpqgken, There. was twenty years difancote- 
| tween: theſe, two in Jacob's caſe. 

2. It imports, that ia this interval God i is i 
on N work? 7 will not leave thee, until Ihave dane it. 
Saying and doing is all one 10 God; be ſpeaks the 

word, and it is done: and when he hath ſpoken the 


word, it is WS er * he hath done | it com- 


| * 1 
| 107 It imports, that hack he be Kill exrtying © on 

his work, yet it may be hid from our eyes, what way he 
is doing it; and though we may ſuſpect, on this account, 
that God hath left us and left his work, when we do 


not ſee him with us, nor ſee hat he is doing; yet he 


is not away when he is delaying. the accompliſhing of 


his word, to oue ſenſe and feeling, but only taking his 


own time and his own way, whe/e ways are infinitely 
 bigher than our ways, and his thoughts than aur thoughts, 
4. It imports, that this interval of time, wherein 


God is carrying on his work, though in a way hid from 


our eyes, is the time of Faith, wherein we are called to 
wait upon a promiſing God, believing that not only 
he will be a performing God in due time, to our ſen · 


ſible feeling and experience; but that he is a perform 


ing God at preſeat, making all interveening providen- 
ces ſo many ſteps towards the accompliſhment of his 


word, though, to carnal ſenſe and reaſon, they may 
ſeem to be fo many letts and impediments to. hinder 


the accompliſhment thereof, Joſeph had it revealed 
to him once and again, that he would be Lord over his 
brethren, and that all the family ſhould yield obeyſance 
to him. How was this accompliſhed ? Why, be is 
thrown into a pit; he is ſold into Egypt for a ſlave; 


and afterwards he is caſt into a priſon: theſe ſeemed 


all ſo many letts and obſtructions, in the way of ſuch 
| advancement. How could faith keep its ground here? 


: 


unleſs it would ſhut its eye upon providences, and op- 


ens its eye upon the promile, and keep it fixed upon 


a promiſing God, and then it would fee all theſe ſeemj- 


ing letts to be ſo many ſteps towards the accom- 
ps: of the promiſe, J will 1 nat leave thee, till / 
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32 The promiſing a" ; 
have dane what I haue fpoken : therefore, let faith ſee 
and believe, that I am till carrying on my work, and 
doing what || promiſed, whatever ſecret hidden ways I 


take to bring about my counſel ; I am ſtill doing, and 


will not leave thee till 7 have done what 1 ove Jpoken to 
| _ of. 


1V. The fourth qa head este was, 10 ol. 
fer ſome gronnds of the doctrine, upon which the be- 


lever may be aſſured, that God will not leave him til! 
be hath done that whith he hath ſpoken to him of, and that 
he will be all that he hath promiſed to him at Bethel. 


1. Believers may be aſſured of it, upon the ground of 


ws unchangeableneſs ot God. There may be many 
viciſſitudes and changes in thy caſe : it is only the com- 
munion-day above that ſhall have no more night. 
Thou wilt certaioly change, and change ere it be long: 
but dareſt thou ſay, God will change as oft as thou 
doſt? Thinkeſt thou that he will change in his love, 


when thou changeſt in thy frame? No; he will reſt 
in his love, Whom he loves he loves tothe end. Thy ſe - 
curity ſtands upon God's immutability; 7 am the Lord, 
I change not. ener the Am of Faceb are not conſum- 


ed, Mal. ili. 6. 
2. Believers may be offured; that God will not leave 
them, till he hath dene what he hath ſpoken; and aſſured 
vpon the ground of God's fareknowledge. What makes 
mea many. times alter their ſentiments is, becauſe there 


are many things fall out contrary to what they pro- 


jected; but God forſaw what wovld be; he foreſaw, 


that even after a Bethel heart - burning intervew with 


God, thou wouldſt grow lukewarm and indifferent; 
yet notwithſtanding of this, he met with you in Be- 
thel, and ſpake with you there; and therefore he will do 
what he hath ſpoken to thee. Hegforeſaw what a prodigal, 
What a backſlider you woulc be, yet gave his word 


to you; and therefore he will not go back. 
3. You may be aſſured he will not leave you, believer, 


"fill he hath done what be hath ſpoken ; becauſe he is faith- 
fut: Heb. x. 23. Theſſ. v. 2 3 Faithful i is he that hath 
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promiſed, who alſa will do it. Though, when his chili. 
dren break his law, and keep not his commandments, then 
will be viſit their tranſgreſſions with the rod, and their 
iniquities with ſtripes : nevertheleſs his loving kindneſs 
will be not utterly take from him, nor ſuffer bis faithful- 


neſs to fail. Once hath he ſworn by his holineſs, that he 
will not lye unto David, Pſal. Ixxxix. 30,35. God 


s faithful who hath called you to the fellowſhip of his 
. VV 
4. Believers may be aſſured of this upgp the ground 

of the divine power ; or, becauſe God is Almighty, and 


able to do what he hath ſpoken. The apoſile ſays, 


| Rom. xi. 23. The Jews, ſhall be grafted in. Why? 
For God is able ta graft them in again, having once pro- 
miſed it, and ſaid that he will do it. It is enongh to 


ſupport our faith, that he is able to do what he hath 


ſaid. Abraham's faith leaned upon the power of God. 
Rom. iv. 21. He was fully perſuaded,. that he that - 
had promiſed was able to perform. Y ou may. then be 
aſſured, believer, that he will never leave you, till he 


hath done what he hath ſpoken ; unleſs you can ſuppole, 


| that he hath out-promiſed his own power, and faid 


more than he is able to do. 5 


F. It is evident he will not leave you till he hath done 
what he hath ſpoten, if you conſider the experience of 


his people, and 'your own experience. The experience 


ol God's people, from the beginning of the world, 
who have always found God to be as good as his word, 
and the ſame God, that he manifeſted himſelf to be at 
their Bethel-meeting with him. They have ſtill found him 
to be the God of Bethel, whatever jealouſies they en- 
tertained of his love; yet, upon their return, after 
their dark days were over, they found that his word en - 
duureth for ever, and that he never came ſhort of his 
promiſe; but that notwithſtanding all their temptati- 
ons, they were continually with him, holding them 
by his right-hand, Pal. Ixxiii. 23. They ſtill found 
him welcoming the returning prodigal, ſaying, This 
my ſon was dead, and is alive: was left, and is found. 
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Now, is it conſiſtent with their experience? And 
will he take a fingular way with you? Yea, thou dareſt 
not deny, believer, but thou haſt found God to be 
Aill the God of Bethel, even though many times you 
were fearing that God would never ſmile upon you a- 
gain; yet, upon your looking back to his holy tem - 
ple, you have been made to ſay, © he is the ſame, 
and his love is not altered nor changed, and that he hath 
not forgotten his promiſe, Hence, how many times have 
bel ievers reaſon to ſet to their ſeal to David's exerciſe 
and experience, Pſal. xxx. 9, 10, 11. When he is 
nrying, What profit is there in my blood, if I ſhall go 
down to the pit? They fell a praying, Hear, Lord, 
and have mercy upon me ; Lord, be thou my helper ; and 
then have'been made to ſay, Thou haſt turned for me 
my mourning into dancing, thou haſt put off my ſackloth, 
and girded me with gladneſs. May not then experience 
aaſſure you, that he will not leave you till be bath done 
that which he bath ſpoken. e 
6. The everlaſting nature of the covenant of pro- 
miſe may aſſure you of this; Though my houſe be not ſo 
with God, yet he hath made with me an everlaſting co- 
venant, well ordered in allthings and ſure, 2 Sam. xxiii. 
5. The bargain was not left to your making a covenant 
with him, but God himſelf made it with you; and 
therefore you ſhall be kept by his power, through faith un- 
to ſalvation. Though thou ſhouldſt change an hundred 
times, God will not change one word of the ſweet 
| bargain he made with you: becauſe, 0 75 
J. It is his bargain made with Chriſt; 7 have made 
a Covenant with my Choſen and my covenant ſhall land 
faſt with him, Pſal. Ixxxiv. 3. And bence, I his chil- 
dren break my law, Twill viſit their iniquity with rods : 
nevertheleſs my loving: kindneſs will I not take from him, 
ver. 30, 33. And becauſe I will not take it from him, 
1 will not take it from them. Your aſſurance thenof his 2 
not leaving you, tillhe hath done what he hath ſpoken, may | f 
' ſtand upon the everlaſting love that he bath to Chriſt, 
and the ſtanding bargain beween Chiiſt and him. Hecan- |} 
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not fall you, becauſe he cannot fail his Son Chriſt, who 
hath ſealed the covenant with his blood, and in whom 
therefore all the promiſes are Yea and Amen, to the g- 


ry of God: and ſo the glory of God in Chriſt, the 


—_ of his mercy and truth in Chriſt, 8 him to 


do as he hath ſpoker. , 
8. There is one ground of aſſurance more that I 


offer, as it lies in the boſom of the text, namely, the 


divine will and pleaſure; 1 WILL not leave thee, until 


1 have done that which I have ſpoken. I WILL NoT; 


it is my will and pleaſure not to leave you till all be 
done. You have a word, 1 Sam. xii. 22. The Lord 
will not forſake his people, for his great name's ſake : 

Why? Becauſe, it hath pleaſed the 17 fo make you 


his people. Thus it is ſaid, Deut. vii. 7, 8. The. 

Lord ſet his love upon Iſrael; Why ? Becauſe he loved 
them: he will becauſe he will. And who hath reſiſt- 

ed his will? His will is uncontroulable: and hath he 


manifeſted his will in this, that he will not leave you, 


till he hath done what he hath ſaid? Then you may 


be aſſured of it, for he will do all his pleaſure; and 
well may you ſay, Thy will be done. The covenant 


of grace is made up of I wills, Ezek. xxxvi. 25. and 


downwards: I WILL give thee a new heart; a new 


| Fpirit WILL I put within you : I wiLL fake away the 


heart of flone; I wiLL give you a heart of fleſh: I 
WILL put my Spirit within you, &c. ten or twelve 1 


| wills. And this part of the covenant, delivered by 


Jacob in the text, is like a crowning promiſe put up- 
on the head of all: will not leave thee, until 1 have 
done that which I have ſpoken to thee of And what bet- 


der than this, that God 825 1 will!? What he will 1 
| do, muſt be. | | | 


V. The fifth conan; _ e was, To make 


application of the whole in ſome inferences, If it be 


iy as I have been ſaying, Hence ſee,, 

W hence it is that ſome may ſeem to be, of all 
St the moſt miſerable, who are yet, of all me, the met 
8 E 2 1195 
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happy ; I mean, believers in Chriſt, who are acquaint 


with Bethel-meetings with God, and to whom God hath 
ſpoken favourably and graciouſly,—They ſeem to be 
' moſt miſerable, in reſpect of the dark and diſmal nights | 


that way follow upon their ſweet intercourſe with God ; 


and yet are the moſt happy perſons in the world, in reſpett 


of their having God, binding and obliging himſelf never 
to leave them, till he hath performed all the gracious 
promiſes of the covenant to them: This is the honour 
of all the ſaints God will not leave them, though they 


ſeem to be left by all the world. And Cod will do 
What he hath (poken to them of, though clouds and 
- darkneſs, and mountains of difficulty ſtand in the way. 


24 See whence it is that ſume may ſeem to be the 


molt happy perſons in the world, who are yet the moſt 
miſerable; 1 mean, undeheorrt,. whether they be pro- 
ſane or profeſſors, that have no acquaintance with God in 

Chriſt. T hey may ſeem to be the moſt happy people for 

a while, in reſpe& they know not what it is to have a 
dark day, a day of trouble and adverſity ; they have 


peace and proſperity in the world: They are not troub- 


led as other men, neither are they plagued like other men, 
Pſal. Ixxiii. 5, They have no fear either from church 
or ſtate. They have eaſy conſciences, that can comply 
with every thing right or wrong, that is impoſed upon 


them, whether by civi] or eccleſiaſtical authority. They 


can ſell truth to buy peace, and fo they live at cafe; and 
yet they are the moſt miſerable, becauſe. they are left 


and forſaken of God, and are not the children of the 
promiſe, to whom God hath ſpoken peace; but the 
heirs of the threatening, againſt whom God hath de- 


- - nounced judgment, to whom he hath ſpoken wrath ; 


yea, and ſworn in wrath that they ſhall not enter into 
his reſt : for there is no peace, faith my God, to the wick- 


ed. And whatever temptations the peopleof God may 


be under to fret or grieve at their proſperity; yet, 


whenever the believer goes to the fanttuary, then vill he 


fee their end, and how they are ſet but in Sippery _ 
and ſuddenly caſt down into deſtruction. 
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promiſe ; neither need any dark providence, or heavy 


_ diſpenſation, hinder the exerciſe of faith, aud the life 


of faith in the divine promiſe, Nay, theſe croſs pro- 


vidences may rather further the life of faith, than hiad- 


er it: for faith is never properly exerciſed, but upon 


the ſuppoſition of dark providences, croſſing and ſeem 
ing to oppoſe the accompliſhing of the promiſe: be- 
cauſe, in ſuch a caſe, the ſoul hath nothing to do but 


to believe; nothing to look to but the promiſe; no- 
thing to confide in hut a promiſing God, and this is 


downright and honeſt believing ; like that which our 


Lord Jeſus called the ruler of the ſynagogue unto, 


when news came that his child was dead, Fear not, on- 


h believe, Mark v. 36.; for then it is time for God 
to ſhew himſelf, Faith hath a Buz that can ſtand out 
againſt all the arrows of croſs providence that are ſhot 
againſt it; Thou, O God, ſhall bring them down'into th 
pit of deflruttion : bloody and decitful men ſball not live 


| half their days; Bur I will truſt in thee, Pſal: lv. 23. 


He had been ſpeaking of many hard things ip his way, 


ſuch as his being pained, becauſeof the voice of theene- 


my, and the oppreſſion of the wicked, ver. 3. How they caſt 


iniquity upon him, and in wrath hated him; yea, but 1 


| will truſt in thee. As God will accompliſh his promile 


notwithſtacding all the Buts that are in the way; fo 


there is ground'to'truſt for faith confidently, becauſe God 
hath ſpoken ; therefore no matter, though men and dev- 

ils realy, and dark promiſes ſcemingly ſpeak to the con- 

trary. N ies 


. Hence ſee who are the greateft bleſſings to a church 


or nation. Surely theſe to whom God hath faid, that 


he will net leave th2m. God bath not altogether left the 


4 


are fond to have God's people perſecuted and his ſaints 


church or the land where any ſuch are in it: but if 


they were gone, then God is gone alſo; and, Wo to 
them .when I depart from them, faith the Lord. Some 


3. Hence ſee, that the ground of faith ſtands immut- 
able amidſt all changes. The moſt dark aud diſmal 
days cannot hinder the accompliſhment” of the divine 
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bern as Sodom, we had been like unto Gomorrah ? 
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baniſhed out of their coaſts: they cannot bear heir. 
faithfulnels and honeſty, they are a torment to them; 
but yet what ſhould become of a church or land, if 
God's faithful remnant were gone? his preſence would 
with them, and none would remain behind to whom 

God hath ſaid, I will not leave them, Then would 
that church be left of God, and wo would be to them. 
May we not ſay with the prophet; Iſa. i. 9. Except 
the Lord had left us a very ſmall remnant, we had 
Sure- 
ly when a church begins to caſt out the faithful from 
among them, then they begin to deſtroy themſelves, 
and to brivg down wo upon their-own heads. 

5. Hence ſee, where lies the ſafety of God's child- 
ren, when they vre caſt out by their friends and bre- 
thren, as Jacob was in a manner caſt out at all hands; 


he was the object of his friend Laban's envy, and his 
brother Eſau's ſpite and rage, which occaſioned his 


being caſt out of his Father's family, and the country 
of his kindred for twenty years. Well, but where 


Was his ſafety? Why, when all other comforts left 
him, God ſaid, I will not leave thee till I have done what 


I have promiſed.” God's promiſe was his inheritance, 


and God's preſence was his guard, amidſt all frowning 
providences; and ſo it is, and will be, with all the 
t rue ſpiritual feed of Jacob. Whoever leaves them, 


God will notleave them ; whatever men ſpeak reproach- 


fully againſt them, yet God ſpeaks. comfortably io 
them: yea, and whatever men do againſt them, God 


will do for them, and do all that he hath ſpoken to 
them of. 


6. Hence ſee the dj erent fate of the church d iſible 


| from the church inviſible upon earth; or the difference 


between the true and faithful children of God; and a- 


ny particular. viſible church. Why, all true believ- 
ers have this promiſe ſecured in their perſons, that 


God will never leave them till he hath accompliſhed all his 
promiſes of grace and mercy to them He hath ſaid, 
{ will never kave thee, nor forſake thee ; but it cannot be 
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ſaid of any particular viſible church, that God will 
never leave them. God hath left many particular 
churches, and called them Lo- Au ut, laying, Ye are | 
not my people, and I will not be your God, Hol. i. 9. | 
And how far he may leave the chyrch of Scotland, | 
who can tell? The glory ſometimes departs from the | 
threſbold to the mountains ; and God ſeems to be making | 
feartul removes from the preſent generation. I would | 
not love to give any juſt offence; nay, nor to grate the | 

cars of any hearers with reflections upon any that are | 
but poor, mortal, ſinf ul men, like ourſelves, ſubject to 
the like paſſions, and clothed with the like infirmities : 
but I would deſire to keep mine eyes on a higher hand 
than any ſinful inſtruments of the church's miſery and 
confuſion. They could do nothing, if God were not 
provoked by our fins to leave them to them ſelves, and to 
their violent meaſures. Who gave Jacob to the ſpoil, 
and Iſrael to the robbers? Did? not the Lord, he againſt 
' whom we have finned? May we not ſay of the church 
of Scotland, Her rowers have brought her into great 
|| waters? Ezek. xxvii, 26. But it is our fins that have 
provoked God to leave the rowers and managers, who 
could do nothing either againſt the ſacred office of 
miniſters, or the Chriſtian rights of people, except 
it were given from heaven, as Chriſt ſaid to Pilate, 
Thou couldſt have power againſt me, except it were giv- 
en. As | love not to offend or grate any, as I faid, 
| fo I would not be chargeablewith ſinful Gleace in ſuch 
a time, when God ſeems to be ſaying, Cry aloud and 
ſpare not; tell the houſe of 1ſrael their fins, Wo would 
be to us, if we ſhould be afraid of man, that all die: 
or the ſan of man, that ſhall be as graſt, Iſa. li. 12. 
May we not conſider, as a matter of lamentation, how 
far God ſeems to have left the church of Scotland and 
her judicatories? I ſhall not aſſert, at this time, what 
I ſhall ſpeak by way of ſuppoſition, and leave it to eve- 
xy one to judge, whether it be matter of lamentation be- 
fore God in caſe the ſuppoſition ſhould be found a truth. 
And I ſhall ues) in the firſt perſon of the plural num- 
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ber, that l may take in myſelf as having a band, as 
well as others, in provoking the Lord to leave us, 

If God hath left us and our judicatories to make un/crip- 
tural and unwarrantable acts, denuding the Lord's peo- 
ple of their juſt rights and chriſtiau priviledges; would 

it not be lamentable, if he hath left us ſo far as to make 
theſe acts terms of communion, ſo as none ſhall have 
communion with us that dare oppoſe theſe unwarrant- 
ed proceedings? Again, if he hath left us ſo far as to 
indulge Arians and Blaſphemers, and deal gently with 
theſe that are guilty of foundamental errors, and yet 
to proceed violently and furiouſly againſt ſome of the 
friends of truth, and to ſhew hardly ſo much regard 
for the ſopreme authority and dignity of the Son of 
Cod, as we ſhew for the ſupreme authority and dignity 
of our erring aſſemblies; if this were ſo, would it 
not be lamentable ? — If God hath left us ſo far as to 
deſtroy vurſelves by ſacrificing a covenanted reformation 1 
and together with it, the /acred office of miniſters, and the | 
Spiritual rights of people, that would adhere thereto, 
and unto what we call church authority and good 
order, which yet is but another name for church ty- 
ranny, and dreadful confuſion ; would not this be ve- 
ry lamentable? If God hath left us to caſt out of our 
boſom ſome that are, perhaps, the friends and favou- 
* rites of heaven, and that, becauſe of their faithful teſti- 
mony againſt the evils and defections of the day; would 
vot this be lamentable, and evidence that God hath ve- 
ry far left us? —Theſe and many orher things I might 
ſuppoſe. me 
What is the world ſaying, but that our rowers have 
brought us into great waters? Ezek. xxvii. 26. What is 
this they are ſaying of the judicatories of the church of | 
Scotland in our days? Are peaple ſaying, that God 
hath left us and our-judicatories, ſo far as to make un- 
ſcriptural and unwarrantable acts, and impoſe ſinful 
terms of communion? &c. Are they. ſaying, that 
Bethel is turned to Bethaven ? That Philadelphia is 
turned to Laodicea? It would be good news if there 
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were no truth in what the world are now ſaying of us. 
But if there be any truth in it, then ſurely God hath 


left us very far; and who knows how far he may yet 


remove? Better ſword, famine, and peſtilence among 
us, than that God ſhould utterly leave us. But how 


far ſoever he may leave a viſible church, yet he ill 
never leave his inviſible remnant: for to them he hath 


ſaid, I will not leave _ Fil 7 have done that which [ 


babe ſpoken to thee . 


7. Hence ſee reaſon to try what ſade you are upon, 
whether you be a Jacob or an Eſau. They were born 
of the ſame mother, and lay in the ſame womb; but 


the one was bleſſed and the other curſed; You may 
be of the ſame mother church, yet born after the fleſh, 


and not after the Spirit, If you be the true ſeed of Ja- 
cob, then you will know ſomerhing ofa Bethel-interview 
with God. Hath God ever brought you to a wilderneſs, 
and there met with you, and ſpoke comfortably to you ? 


| Have you ever ſeen the glory of God in Chriſt as a lad- 
der to heaven, The way, the truth, and the life, ſo as 


you were made to cloſe with him, and aſcend up to 


E God by this ladder? For, by him we believe in Cod, 


who raiſed him from the dead, and gave him glory, that 


our faith and hope might be in God, Have you heard 


God ſpeaking to you, and communicating his mind, 
or diſcovering himſelf as a promiſing God in words of 
grace to your humiliation, ſanctification, and conſo- 


lation? O man, woman, if all places be alike to you, 
ſo as you never met with God in a piace that might 
be called BETHEL and if all words of ſcripture 
be alike to you, ſo as you know po word on which 


he hath cauſed you to hope, you are yet a Aranger to 


fael: but if you can point at the place where 
the Lord God of the Hebrews met with you once a 
day, fo as you can ſometimes look back upon it with 
. pleaſure, ſaying, O! I thought it was a BETHEL, 


a houſe of God; and if you can point at the word with 
which God opened your heart, as he did the heart of 


Lydia, and made i it the porch doth of holineſs and | 
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comfort, it is good. Did he make the word to you, 
as it was to Job, Better and more precious than 
your neceſſary food; and as it was to Jeremiah, The joy 
and rejoicing of your heart ; and as it was to David, 

Sweeter than the honey, or the honey comb, and the very 
ground on which he cauſed you to hope? and are you 
from that time to this ſtill hoping in his word, when the 
Lord reſtores your foul out of its ſleepy fit? Why, then, 

it ſeems you are a child of promiſe, to whom God hath 


| ſaid, I will not leave thee, until 7 have done that which 


T have ſpoken to thee cf. 

8. Hence ſee the duty of al who hear me, both un- 
believers and believers. 

[1.] Ye that are unbelievers, and know not the God 
of Bethel, but are rangers to the covenant of promiſe, 
living without God, and without hope in the world ; liv- 
ing inthe luſts of the fleſh ; poor, wretched, worldly crea- 
ture, drupkard, whoremonger, Sabbath-breaker, or hy- 


| Pocrite, that may be comes to communions, but never | 


had communion with God there, and never came 
out of Sodom to this day, that was never brought 
to a wilderneſs of fear and deſpair, and then to a Bethel 
of hope and comfort in God, as a promiſing God in 


Chriſt; I would tell you your duty in two words. 


(1.) It is your duty to conſider the dangerous flate you 
are into. And I mult tell you a terrible word for awak- 
ening your ſcared conſcience, if God would bleſs it for 
that end, As you have been hearing that God is bound 


by his own promiſe, never to leave his children, till 


he doth that which he hath ſpoken to them of ia the 


goſpel : ſo, on the other hand, that ſame God is bound 


and obliged, by his threatening, it you remain in that 


| Nate, never to leave contending with you, un- 
til he hath done that which he hath ſpoken of in the 
law; that is, you are under the curſe of the law, and 
God i is obliged to curſe you. He that is faithful to his 


promiſe, and will accompliſh. it to all chat flee in to 
Chriſt, is as faithful to his threatening, and will accom- 
pliſhit toall that remain out of Chriſt, What a trembling 
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heart would you have, man, woman, if you were but in 


Paul's caſe, when more that forty men bound themſelves 
with an oath, that they would not eat or drink till they 


had killed him ? If ſo many men were bound underoath 
to kill and deſtroy you, 1 ſuppoſe.it would take ſleep 
from your eyes, and make you reſtleſs how to eſcape 
out of.their fury ; and yet their oath would relate but 
to a temporal life. 
that the great God is bound, by ſolemn oath, to dama 


and deſtroy you to all eternity, if you remain in that 
Chriſtleſs ſtate ; He hath fworn in his wrath, * you 


Pall not enter into his reft, Heb. iii. 11. 
(2) It is your duty to flee from this wrath to come, 


by fleeing to Bethel, to the God of Bethel, to a pro- . 


miſing God in Chriſt, You will never go to heaven, 


if you go not to Bethel by the way; I mean, if you 
_ remain ſtrangers to Chriſt, Think not theſe are words 
of courſe that we are ſpeaking to you; for, as knowing 
the terrors of God, weperſuade you, to flee out of Sodom, 


and away from the divine wrath : ſo, I hope, know- 


ing the comforts of God, as the God of Bethel, we 


would perfuade you to come and ſee what is to be ſeen 


at Bethel, and to come and hear the voice ofa promiſing 


God that is to be heard there. What we have heard and 


ſeen, may we not declare unto you, that there is ſuch a 
_ thing as Bethel-jaterviews with God? And wo to us 
Who are miniſters, if we be preaching to you an abſo- 


lutely unknown God, an unknown Bethel, an unknown 


Jeſus! If we know neither the terrors nor comforts 
of God at any time, I think we would have no com- 
| miſſion to ſpeak any of them to you, my dear friends, 


whom | never expect to ſee all again in our preſent 


circumſtances, till we ſee Chriſt coming in the clouds 


of heaven. lu the fear of God, and in the faith of our 


meeting together before his tribunal, I would tell you, 


thatthe great day's meeting we ſhall have, will be terrible 


to you; ii before you leave this world, you know nothing 
of a Bethel mecting with God, as a promiſing God | in 


Chriſt, 
F 2 


But tremble and fear to think, 
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Therefore, let me exhort you, in the laſt day of the 
feaſt, and in the proſpect of the great day, to come to 


a — 
ub — — 
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and redemption. 


The promiſing Go D, 


Chriſt, in whom all the promiſes are Yea and Amen, to 


' the glory of God. Come to him, by owning that you 
cannot come of yourſelf, Come to him by crying to 


him, that he would draw you, Come to him, by be- 


lieviag that you cannot believe as you ſhould, Come 
' to him, by believing that you are curſed, wretched, 


and undone without him, and that you ſhould be bleſ, 


ſed and happy in him. Come to him by believing 

that you have no righteouſneſs bur guilt, no ſtrength 
bur weakneſs; and that in the Lord only you have righ- 
 teouſneſs and firength. © 
that you have nothing, and that he hath all; and that | 


Come to him, by believing 


you can do nothing, and he can do all for you. Come 


© to him, by imploring him to be your Prophet, Prieft, 


and King: your wiſdom, * righteouſneſs, ſanctification, 
Come to him, not upon ſuch and 
ſuch terms and conditions you are ready to dream” 


vou muſt come up to: but come to him by coming L 


down to his terms; that is, to be willing to be 
Javed by free grace. Come down, Zaccheus, for this 
day ſalvation is come to thy houſe : ſo, ſay I, come 


down, ſinner, from the tree of legal qualifications, 


and legal hopes, built upon your own naughty duties. 


Come down, for you canhot fave yourſelf by all your 
climbing, nor bring ſal*ation to yourſelf; but this day 


ſalvation is*come to your houſe : ſalvation is come to you 
becauſe you cannot come to it; ſalvation is come to 
your hand ; ſalvation is come to your heart. The Sa- 
viour is knocking at the door of your heart, and cal- 


ling you to come down, and take the free ſalvation 


that is come to you; Wheſever will, let him come, and 


tale of the water of life freely. It may be this ſha} be 


the laſt: communion you ſhall ſee in time, and the laſt 
communion-offer. that ever yon ſhall hear ; or, if you 


be ſpared in time, it may be the laſt communion you 


ſhall have with peace in the church-of Scotland ; 
it may be ſo, and it may be otherwiſe ; only we had 
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emergencies in this church may be the beginning of 


ſorrows: but whatever bea · coming, as death and judg. 
ment is coming a pon you ſpeedily, it is ſafeſt for 
you to come to Jeſus the Mediator of the neu cove- 
nant ; let not the laſt offer be lighted: Oh! 


let us not part with one another, till there be 


good ground to hope, we ſhall not part with Chriſt, 
Alas! I fear before this day eight days, yea, perhaps, 


before the cock crow twice, this offer of Chriſt will be 


forgotten, and out of your head. Some pitiful trifle 
in a world will take all out of your heart; but I here 
take your conſcience to witneſs, forget as you will, 
that this offer ſhall not be altogether in vain, though 
it ſhould be lighted; for, when the book of conſcience 
ſhall be opened at the great day, this ſhall be called 
to remembrance, that ſuch a day at Abbot's-hall, after 
a communion there, Chriſt and ſalvation, from ſin and 
wrath, came to you to be freely received, and yet you 
rejected it; and this will contribute to glorify the juſ- 
' tice of God in condemning you, and make it evident 


to all the world, that he is clear when hs judges, © 
Wo is me, if there be not ſo much as a deſire kind- 


led in your heart after our glorious Lord! If you 


think eternal ſalvation worth your while, O ſinner; 


and this offer of it no contemptible thing, then 1 may 


adviſe you to ſet ſome little time a-part, after this oc- 


caſion is over, and betake yourſelf to ſome place, 
| whether in the houſe or the field, where you may have 
alittle retirement from the world, and there cry to 


God, that he may follow this offer and this occaſion, 


with power upon your heart, for drawing you to the 


Lord and his way; while you are thus employed, 


who knows, but before you come from your knees, 
the place may become a BETHEL, a houſe of Goa, 


where you will ſee and know him as a promiſing God 


in Chriſt: Jeſus; for, in this way ſome have had a meet- 


ing with him that they will never forget. O! 


be reſtleſs in waiting on him in the uſe of all appointed 
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long twenty years peace, and it is poſſible the preſent 
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| | | means, till he manifeſt himſelf to you ſavingly; for, TY, 
| when once he doth ſo, you may be {ſure he will ne- „ 
ver leave you, till he hath perfected the good work * J 
cording to his promiſe., | 
[2.] To you that are believers in Chriſt, and know | 
what it is to have ſome Bethel-interviews with God, ei- 
ther at this occaſion, or formerly, Are you in this 
happy ſtate, and have God for your cloſe companion, 
who having begun to do you good, will not leave 
you, till be bath done all that he hath ſaid to ycu! Your 
duty is both to be jayſul in your promiſing God, and 
' fruitful in the work of faith. . 
(.) Ia the faith of this promiſe, you ought to be 
Joyful. Is it nothing to you, that God himſelf is your 
everlaſting companion, ſaying, I will not leave you? 
That he is a promiſing God to you, and bath conde- 
ſcended to ſpeak to you? That he is your agent, to 
do what he hath ſpoken? And that he hath bound 
himſelf never to leave you, until he hath done what be 
| bath ſpoken? O! whatever dark days may come, it is 
your duty to be joyful in him: Though the earth ſhould 
be removed, and the mountains caſt into the midſt of the 
fea: here is a river that makes glad the city of God; 
that makes glad the children of God: God is in the mig 
of them ; and hath ſaid, I will nat leave you. 5 
OngIRCr. Alas ! but may a child of God ſay, How 
can I take in this comfort, when I find the Lord hath left 
me? Though he ſaid once, | will never leave you, yet it may 
be a 9 6. for I feel the contrary in many fad Feckt 
_ of his abſence. 
O unbelieving believer, will you, with T homas, ne- 
ver believe, till you feel? The ground ot your faith is 
God's promiſe, and not your feeling. But. for ſatis- 
fyiog the ſoul, that may be under a dark cloud of de- 
ſer tion, fayig, The Lord hath forſaken, my Cod oth 
forgotten ; ſin prevails, and God is out ot fight; 
/ would have you to remark, That there are tokens of 
God preſence with you, believer, even when you do 
not obſerve them, by reaſon of the clouds that are up- 
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on you: For example, whence is it that you are not 
ſwallowed up like a ſhip in a whirlpool ; and that'there 


is ſome ſecrer grain of hope in the heart, even when 
your unbelief is ready to ſay, My hope is periſbed! 
Why, the reaſon is, he hath not altogether left you. 
—Whence is it that you are like the burning buſb, all 
in a flame many times, and yet not conſumed ; burn- 


ing, but not borat ; flaming, but not conſumed ? ? You | 
do not obſerve this; yet it is obſervable, that you are 


preſerved to this day, to this hour, amidſt the flames 
of temptation, and the floods of corruption: Why? 


| the matter is he hath not left you. Whence is it that 


you can never pive over duties altogether ; and, however 
the temper prevail to ſlacken your hand, Þ br you can- 
not for your heart give up with all religious people, 


and with all religious duties, wherein you think com- 
munion with God may be had? Why, the reaſon of this 
is, he hath not altogether left you. Whence is it that 
you do not' break God's priſon, through utter deſpond- 
ency, and go away, and take your pleaſure with the 
reſt of the wicked world ? Even when you are in the 


priſon of deſer tion and unbelief, you dare not think 


of bidding farewel to God, or departing wickedly from 


bim, or of bidding the Almighty depart from you ; nay, 
is there not ſomething in your heart, even at your. 
worlt, that ſays, O! if he would come ! O! when will he 
come? This ſays, he hath not altogether left you.— 


Whence is it that you cannot agree with ſin? The more 


it prevails upon you, the more you abhor it, and abhor 


yourſelf for it, and dare not give way to it. Doth not 
this evidence there is ſome ſecret power and preſence of 


God with you, and that he hach not yet left you.— 


Whence ĩs it that when you tray from your true reſting 
Place, you cannot reſt any where elſe, and can find noquiet 
in your mind, till you be back again? Poſſibly you fall a 


ſeeking reſt and peace in the creature, in the world, in re- 


creations, and diverſions, and perhaps in your duties, and 
jet there was ſomething in your heart, that ſaid, Oh! 


it is not here, it is not here; Jou find vanity written 
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on all, till you return to your firſt Huſband: —Again, . 
Whence is it, that at your worft the leaſt word ot 

news from him concerning his return, makes your heart 
leap within you for joy, as the babe in Elizabeth's womb, , 

at the ſalutation of Mary, while the news of his return, 


and the hope of his coming again gives you a glad 


Spirit accompanying it? Why, he hath not yet left you 


Whence is it, that the intereſt of Chriſt, is your intereſt, 
and that you cannot joia with the defections of the day, 
nor ſide with the errors of the times, but {till deſire 


to be on Chriſt's ſide? Why cannot you turn with the 


tide of the times? Even becauſe the Lord hath not 
altogether left you,—In a word, whence is it, that 
the leaſt diſcovery he makes of himſelf is joyfully well- 
come to you, when he, as it were, but ſoftly, koocks, 
ſilenily tirles at the door of your heart; My Beloved 


be on his way to you, you are ready to ſay as Laban to 
Abraham's ſervant, Gen, xxiv. 31. Come in thou bleſ- 


from this, that he is Hill preſent, though you lee him 
not, and that he hath never altogether left you, but is 
till remembring his promiſe, I will not leave thee ? 


faith, O believer ! give glory to God, by believing, 
that he will not leave you, till he hath done that which 
| be hath ſpoken to you of. Dark and cloudy days, that 
may toe "A Bethel“ interviews cannot hinder 


heart? Surely he is not far off; and even when you 
ace moſt ſecure and ſtupid, moſt dead and dull, there 
is a ſecret wiſh at the bottom of your heart, Ofor. ſuch 
a day again, wherein the candle of the Lord ſhined upon 
me! © that it were with me as, in months paſt !—, 
W hence | is it, that the outward bell of ordinances can- 
- not content your heart, without the kernel of commu-_ 
nion and fellowſhip with God? And that the dead let- 
ter of the word cannot pleaſe you, without the living 


to be content with any thing without himſelf. ky 


put in his hand by the hole of the, deor, and my bowels, © 
were moved for him? Song v. 4. When he ſeems to 


fed of the Lord. Well, whence are all theſe Ps but 


(2,) It is your duty to be /ruitſul in the work of 
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_ wants? Hath he ſpoken to you of bearing all your burdens ? 


on in time of danger? Hath he ſpoken to you of ſatts- 


Hath he ſpoken to you of your /ced, that he will be 
your God, and the God of your ſeed? Hath he ſpoken 


in victory? Hath he [i poken to you of eternal life, that 
| you of his love, that he hath loved you with an ever- 
_ taſting love? Hath he ſpoken to you of his Spirit, that 
bis Spirit ſhall be in you as a well of water ſpringing up 


ſing, that he hath bleſſed you, and ye ball be bleſſed, 


to you of his preſence, that he will never leave you nor 


O give him the glory of his truth, by believing that 
Whatever he ſeems to be doing by cutward frown- 


done what he hath {þaken to you of, It is your dvty to 
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God's doing what he hath ſpoken; and ener let it 
not hinder your believing that he will do what he hath” 
ſpoken to you of. Heth he ſpoken to you of pardening 
your ſins? And hath he ſpoken to you of /ubduing 
your corruptions ? ? Hath he ſpoken of fupplying all your 


Hath he ſpoken to you of healing all your diſeaſes ? Hath 
he ſpoken to you of your proviſion and through-bearing 
in the world? Hath he ſpoken to you of your Protecti- 


fying your defires? Hath he ſpoken to you of guiding | 
year by his counſel, and bringing you to his glory? Hath 
he ſpoken to you of your trials, that he will * 
and uphold with the right-hand of his righteouſneſs ? ' 


to you of your death, that death ſball be fwallewed up 
you /ſball be for ever with him? Hlath he ſpoken to 


unto everlaſting life ? Hath he ſpoken to you of his ble/- 
and that in bleſſing he will bleſs you? Hath he ſpoken 


forſake you, that he will be with you in trouble? 
Hath he ſpoken to you of his care about you, that he 
will make all things work together for god? Hath he 
ſpoken to you of his abſence, that he will return, that 
he will fee you again. and your heart Shall rejoice? 
Hath he ſpoken to you of his anger, that it endureth 
but a moment, and that with everlaſting kindneſs he 
wall have mercy en you. Whatever he hath ſpoken, 


inp providences, yet he will never leave you, til he hath 
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keep your eye ſhut upon dark providences, and to 
keep your eye open upon the clear promiſe, - —_ 
Has he ſaid, he will not leave you, till he hath dine 
what he hath ſaid? Then wait upon him in the due 
uſe and improvement of all means, till he do his work, 
and do not leave him. Return his promiſe by your prac- 
tice, ſaying, Lord, haſt thou ſaid, I will nos leave thee, 
until I have done what I have ſpoken ? Behold, thro? 
grace, I reſolve I will not leave thee, until thou haſt 
done what thou haſt ſpoken : He is a God of judgment, 
and bleſſed are all they that wait for him. Hath he ſaid, 
and promiſed to this effect? Then, O put up a fa- 
vourable conſtruction upon all his frowning diſpenſa- 
tions! According to your faith of his promiſe, and 
of his favour therein, ſuch will be your faith amidſt 
all afflicting providences. Whatever diſtreſs and dif- 
ficulty you meet with; yet let faith ſtill fay, for all 
this, I bope he will do as he hath ſpoken : for all this, 
I will not quit my hold of him, but hope in his word. 
O believer ! remember that whatever God hath ſaid 
to thee, he hath ſaid it with a /urely, as he ſaid to Ja- 
cob, Gen. xxxii, 12. I will $8URELY do thee good. 
Aud when Jacob came to a ſtrait, he put God in mind 
of it, Thou didſt ſay, I will ſurely ds thee grod; and 
therefore let your faith be acted with a ſurely, ground- 
ed upon the truth and veracity of God, ſaying with 
David, Pſal. xxiii. 6, SURELY goodneſs and mercy 
Hall fellew me all the days of my life; and I will dwell 
in the houſe of the Lord for ever. We live by faith and 
not by fight ; and therefore, though dark days ſhould 
come, you ought to believe when you cannot fee, 
And bleſſed is ſbe that believed, for there ſball be a per- 
formance of theſe things which are told her from the Lord, 
Luke i. 45. The word of the Lord endureth for ever, 
Pal xix. 9. VVV 
Let the faith of the promiſe appear in your ſanctifi- 
cation, holineſs of heart, ſpeech, and behavour. Hav - 
ing theſe promiſes, dearly beloved, let us cleanſe ourſelves 


I Tam all filthineſs of the fleſb and ſpirit, perfecting holineſs 
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through the words that he hath ſpoken to you. He that 


bath this faith and hope, purifieth himſelf; for, faith 
brings all its purity out of Chriſt: or, which is all 
one, out of the promiſe, which is Tea and Amen in 
Cbriſt. The faith of God's love will work by love 
to a holy God, and his holy ways : therefore, O 
believer ! let your life be a life of faith; and reſolve, * 
through grace, to live and die in the faith of his love, 
Which he himſelf expreſſeth in this promiſe, I will not 
leave thee until I have done that which I have ſpoken to 
- | | 1 5 | % WL, 
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in the fear of God, 2 Cor. vil. 1. Let it be evident to 
all the world you converſe with, that now you are clean 
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